
Program
Informal Program 
v  I Just Came to Praise the Lord 
v  Love Take Me Over 
v  Hosanna 
v  Didn’t My Lord Deliver 

Daniel 
v  Lean On Me 
Sermon in Song 
v  Sing! 
v  Great Awakening 
v  Steal Away 
v  You Will Be Found 
v  Alive, Forever, Amen! 
Benediction 
v  The Lord Whom We Love 

 

…from the director 
 Sermons are a funny thing.  They can teach, inform, 

inspire, or motivate, among many other things.  We typically 
attend church at our regular Sunday morning service, sit in 
“our spot” in the pew and wait to see what the preacher can 
deliver and we generally walk away feeling refreshed, 
enlightened or challenged (thank your Pastor for that). But 
what if you walk into church and find strangers sitting in your 
spot and then you find that the pastor won’t be delivering the 
sermon today.  Instead, it’s going to be a bunch of kids.  And 
they will be singing!?  What could we learn from them?   

 Youth are interesting Christians.  Perhaps it’s because 
they haven’t yet been worn down by the logistics of life.  But 
they’re different.  You know it and I know it.  God knows it, 
too. The Bible frequently tells us to look at children, watch 
them and be like them.  Why?  Because young Christians have 
a unique passion for Christ.  They have a fearless energy, 
excitement, love, and a desire to dedicate their time to 
spreading God’s love. 

 This energy can teach and inspire us, inform us, and 
maybe even motivate us to be even better Christians than we 
already are.  So enjoy today, watch and listen to God’s children.  
Enjoy their fun, exuberance, and energy and perhaps you will 
share their excitement.  Possibly it will ignite a fire or fan the 
flames of a fire for Christ that’s already burning in your soul. 
Enjoy these children of God as they share their sermon, “Soul 
Aflame.”              -- Bemo Myers 
  



Byron Myers Sr., with his wife Phyllis, started the New 
Generation Singers in 1970 and was musical director for 28 
years. In 1998, he turned the reins over to his son, Bemo, 
and moved to the role of Executive Director. Byron is 
recognized nationally for his success in barbershop music 
with quartets, including as the Mid-Continentals, the 
Kippers, and the Saint City Singers, as well as with 
choruses such as the Pony Expressmen, the St. Joseph 
Sweet Adelines Show Chorus and the American 
BarberBoys. He has been elected to several regional 
leadership positions and has given conducting workshops. 
He is active with the Barbershop Harmony Society on a 
national level.  In April of 2010, he was elected to the St. 
Joseph City Council and later became the Deputy Mayor 
for the city.  

•  Group of adults who supervise the group 
•  Diverse backgrounds—military, teachers, 

chemist, realtor, and stay at home mothers 
•  Most are alumni of New G and know the impact 

it had on their own or their spouse’s life. 
•  Maintain the family atmosphere of New G Allow 

and encourage the members to grow their skills 
in singing and leadership 

•  Guide the youth leaders in running their 
committees/crews 

Byron “Bemo” Myers, II has been directing the New 
Generation Singers since 1998. He sang with the 
group for 12 years and served three terms as 
president. Bemo is a graduate of Missouri Western 
State University with a BA in Psychology and a 
minor in Music. In addition, he earned a Masters’ 
Degree in social work from the University of 
Missouri. Bemo also directed the award winning 
men’s a cappella chorus — the Voices of America — 
and sang in a champion barbershop quartet, the 
Noise Boys. He and his wife Carol sang with New G 
through their high school years and enjoy the 
opportunity to be sponsors. Bemo, Carol (a second 
grade teacher) and their two sons B.J. and Joe live in 
St. Joseph.  
  

	

M u s i c  c a n 
touch you; it 
gives kids an 
opportunity 
to say and do 
things they 
m i g h t n o t 
otherwise do. 
-- Bemo

New G gives 
young people 
an opportunity 
t o  d e v e l o p 
churchmanship 
and gives them 
the chance to 
share faith and 
fellowship. 
 --Byron 

Byron	&	Phyllis	Myers	
47	Years	

Bemo	&	Carol	Myers	
25	years	

Ma7	&	Renee	Paden	
9	years	

Joseph	&	Emily	
Howell	-	7	years	

Chaun	Mueller	
7	years	

Sam	&	Ashley	
Porter	–	4	years	

•  Involved in every aspect of New G 
•  Volunteer basis, not financial sponsorship 
•  Time given includes Sunday rehearsals, socials, 

committee meetings, performances, and the two-
week summer tour 

•  Each sponsor has a committee and work crew, just 
like the singers. 

•  In the last 47 years, New G has had a total of 60+ 
sponsors with anywhere from four to twelve 
serving at any one time.  



	

New	G	Officers	(L-R):		Lauren	Cole	(VP),		
Kaitlyn	Harrison	(Pres),		
Megan	Sprague	(Sec),		
Allyson	Bryson	(Treas)		

At-Large	Members:			
Lexie	Bryson,	Jackson	Connors,	Keatley	
Co7er,	William	Gentry,	Malissa	Hafley,	
Maggie	McCarthy,	Ma7han	Mrkvicka,		
Andy	Peterson,	Olivia	Sweiger	

Executive Committee Members 
•  Elected by the members of New G 
•  Consists of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer,  

9 At-Large Representatives, and 4 sponsors. 
•  Valuable leadership experience for our members 
Executive Committee’s Main Duties 
•  Long Range goal setting and follow through 
•  Oversee committees and report to the exec committee 
•  Week to week activities 
•  Communication link between the members and the sponsors 
New G Member Roles and Responsibilities 
•  Every member chooses which committee and which work crew to join. 
•  This is really where the rubber meets the road! 
•  Work Crews: Risers, lights, sound, taping, programs, truck, piano, and 

the ever-popular bus-clean up! 
•  Committees: Apparel, Choreography Music/Dialogue, Social,  

Ways and Means, Programs, History, Publicity, Communications 

T h e N e w G C r o s s 
 
Since 1972, the small leather cross has been a symbol 
of membership in New G. It is crude and simple, like 
the cross Christ died on. While on tour in California 
years ago, a man named Henry Butcher gave every 
Singer a cross. He had carved each one by hand. He 
realized this was a ministry he could perform, and 
ended up distributing probably thousands of crosses 
all over the world.   Henry passed away in 2003 at the 
age of 91. The Christian Men’s Fellowship at his 
church has continued making and distributing the 
crosses so that his ministry can continue. Mr. Butcher 
would always wear one of the crosses and if anyone 
asked about it, he would give a testimony of his faith. 
When someone joins New G, we talk about wearing 
the cross and sharing what it means. So go ahead, ask 
a singer what it means to them! 

O u r H o m e C h u r c h
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashland is known for outstanding musical and worship 
arts opportunities, hosting between 400 and 500 people at 
weekly worship services. We want to thank the 
congregation, staff, and ministry team for their tremendous 
support of New G. We wouldn’t be here without you!  

www.aumcfamily.org. 
 

Ashland United Methodist Church is New 
G’s “home church,” mostly because we 
rehearse in their fellowship hall. Ashland 
provides storage space for our equipment, 
but more importantly, Ashland provides a 
spiritual home for the group.  

Join the new g family!

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 	

Want to join? Great! Requirements are 
simple:  
•  Second semester 8th grader, to college-

age 
•  Single young adult 
•  Interested in singing (no audition!) 
•  Enjoy socializing and traveling...all in a 

safe Christian atmosphere.  

M e m b e r s h i p R a l ly
C o m i n g i n A u g u s t
Ashland United Methodist Church 
Email: emily.ngsingers@gmail.com for more info. 



		

 	
 	
 	
 	

“A Friend of New G” 

	
		

 	
 	
 	
 	

		

 	
 	
 	
 	

		



		

!Professional Audio/Video    	
    Installations	
!Lessons 	
!Band and Orchestra Rentals 	
!Price Match Guarantee	

 	
“Personal Service From 	

Local Musicians”	

 	
www.lanhammusic.com  	

2401 N. Belt Hwy  	
(816) 233-5142	

		

		

		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Kristen’s Coin & Jewelry buys, sells, and 
exchanges fine jewelry and diamonds in 

the Saint Joseph, MO area.	
 	

www.kristenscoins.wpengine.com	
 	

3855 Frederick Avenue	
St. Joseph, MO 
(816) 232-8838	





		
		

		
		
		
		
		

 	
 	
 	
  
 
 

“where there’s a helpful smile	

in every aisle”	

 	
201 N Belt Highway	

Saint Joseph, MO	

 	
(816) 232-9750		

		
		
		
		
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED…INCLUDING 

THE BUILDINGS!	
 	
 	

www.kingcitylumber.com	

ALEXANDER’S

Blind and Drapery Shop 

Custom-Made Drapes and Blinds 

Janet Alexander, owner 

2207-H North Belt Highway 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506 

Phone: (816) 232-4877 
Call for an appointment 

visit www.alexandersbnd.com for more information

We proudly support 
THE NEW GENERATION SINGERS

Bring this advertisement to your next appointment with 
ALEXANDER’S BLIND AND DRAPERY SHOP 

to receive 10% off your next purchase of $100 or more



		 		
		

The Choice of a Lawyer is an Important Decision and 
Should Not Be Based Solely Upon Advertisements	



What faiths are represented in New G? 
New G doesn’t promote a specific faith or denomination. Instead, the group concentrates its efforts on spreading 
Christianity and the love of Christ. There are always many denominations represented including Methodist, 
Lutheran, Catholic, Presbyterian, United Church of Christ, Baptist, Disciples of Christ and several others.  

How often does New G rehearse? 
What are the rehearsals like? 

Why do you enjoy New G?  
 How has it affected your life? 

Once a week, and the rehearsals are a mixture of 
singing, laughing, and talking about the important 
things in our lives!   
--Zach Reinert, 2nd year 

New G has affected my life in so many ways.  I’ve 
enjoyed all of the memories and adventures that I’ve 
experienced.  I have met my greatest friends and 
closest mentors. 
--Megan Sprague, 5th Year 

We rehearse every Sunday at 5:00 PM at Ashland 
United Methodist Church.  We go through songs that 
we are going to sing in upcoming events and just have 
fun! 
--Lillie Kirby, 2nd year   

I enjoy New G because of the friends I have made and 
the opportunities I have received.  It has impacted my 
life immensely with its kind family atmosphere and a 
good outlet for my faith. 
--Sammy Ogdahl, 5th year 

What other activities does New G have during the year? Why should someone join New G? 

We have a social committee and they organize lots of 
fun events.  We’ve had costume contests, pumpkin 
painting, cook-outs, and an outdoor game night.  On 
tour, we have Bus Olympics, dress up days, and 
movies.   Also on tour we have bus worships and tour 
worship.  My favorite social is the Valentines’ Dance 
we have because it is more about having fun with 
your friends than a date. 
--Sage Bouchard, 2nd Year 

New G is a welcoming place where any and everyone 
can find their place and their closest friends with ease.  
Some of my favorite memories were made here and I 
hope more people can have that same feeling of being 
loved and with family.  It really is a home for 
everyone. 
--Katrin Hunter, 2nd Year 

New	G	isn’t	just	singing	every	Sunday	during	the	
summer,	but	also	we	have	several	events	throughout	the	
year!		We	have	a	Christmas	and	Easter	performance	and	
participate	in	community	events,	such	as	the	Apple	
Blossom	Parade.		Within	the	group,	we	have	socials	and	
committee	meetings	which	allows	the	group	to	become	
closer	in	a	setting	other	than	rehearsal.			
--Lauren	Cole,	5th	year	

New G is a very accepting place.  It’s like a second 
family.  Everybody’s really friendly and it’s easy to 
find where to fit in.  It’s a fun place where we just 
hang out and praise God together while having fun. 
--Nathaniel Streu, 2nd Year 

What was a highlight of last year’s tour? How does New G receive financial support? 

My favorite part of tour was getting to go back and 
stay at a past host home.  It was neat getting to catch 
up and know that I have a bond with someone in a 
different state.  
 --Allyson Bryson, 4th year. 

           Each member pays tour expenses out of their own pocket (or 
perhaps their parents’ pockets!) or by raising money through group 
activities. New G holds fundraising events including fresh food sale @ 
Hy-Vee, ad sales in this program, trash bag sales, and special projects. 
Of course we also graciously accept financial support from audience 
members throughout our summer sing-outs and two-week tour.  

  
           Besides tour expenses (mainly buses, group sight-seeing and 
some hotel stays), year-round expenses include equipment and truck 
maintenance, music, and insurance. If you would like to support the 
group beyond what you may have done today, please contact:   
 
                Byron & Phyllis Myers 

 3002 Miller Rd, St. Joseph, MO 64506. 	

I enjoyed getting ready to see the Broadway show 
School of Rock and having to run down 19 flights of 
stairs and then into the rain to get to the bus.  It was 
just one of those surreal moments of excitements and 
pure joy.  I don’t think I’ll ever experience something 
like that again. 
 –Allisen Hunter, 3rd year 

For additional information regarding the group, please visit our website at www.ngsingers.com	

	



1970 – It’s the Lord’s Thing – First ever sermon-in-song presented on December 13, 1970, at Wyatt Park Christian 
Church in St. Joseph, Mo.  

1971 – I Looked for Love – First tour lasting one week to Texas; first Homecoming performance.  
1972 – God is Real – First two-week tour, presented with leather crosses, the symbol of membership.  
1973 – It’s Getting Late – 56 performances of the sermon-in-song.  
1974 – Come Together in Jesus’ Name – First year for the traditional Benediction.  
1975 – It Begins Now – 120 member group travels to California.  
1976 – In God We Trust – Group goes northwest, visiting Idaho, Washington, Utah  
                and Montana.  
1977 – No Deposit, No Return – Performance on Capitol steps in Washington, D.C.,  
                which gets New G entered in Congressional Record.  
1978 – Good News – Recording made and sold to audience members.  
1979 – Let’s Get Together – Back to California, first year for the now-annual Christmas concerts in St. Joe.  
1980 – Let’s Go Tell the World – New host church at Ashland United Methodist Church.  
1981 – Starting Here, Starting Now – Performance at Guide Post in New York.  
1982 – Building Bridges – Tour heads to Florida while membership grows to 200.  
1983 – Crossroads – Back to California!  
1984 – Victory Through Faith – Performance at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.  
1985 – What Difference Does it Make – 15 year reunion event reunites past members.  
1986 – Discipleship–Now What? – Back to Florida with 168 members on four buses.  
1987 – V.I.P–You Do Make a Difference – Travel to northeast states as well as Canada  
1988 – These Three Words – Back to California…again!  
1989 – Praise the Name of Jesus – Group travels east to Washington D.C. and New York.  
1990 – Family of Friends – New G celebrates 20th year and tours Rocky Mountain area.  
1991 – A Life Worth Living is a Life Worth Giving – Back to Texas and the southwest U.S.  
1992 – Walls Come Down – Tour reaches Washington, Oregon and the great Redwoods.  
1993 – A Solitary Christian is Like a Fish Out of Water – Our emcee introducing us in French in Canada!  
1994 – In His Image – Group visits Quinter, Kansas, Disneyland and Yosemite National Park.  
1995 – Growing in His Son – A “monster trip” to the Edmonton Mall, the largest mall in the world.  
1996 – Come Together – Trip to the Mid-Atlantic states and yes, a trip to the beach.  
1997 – For This One Reason – A tour to supersede all tours…a cruise to the Bahamas.  
1998 – Attitude is Everything – Trip to Disneyland and a performance at a retirement community.  
1999 – We Can Make a Difference – Rocky Mountains, Yellowstone and walking on a glacier.  
2000 – The Journey – Our evening at a Broadway play, stay in Brooklyn and sing for John Cathcart.  
2001 – The Song is Alive – Trips to Disney World, Cocoa Beach and Cape Canaveral.  
2002 – We Will Stand – Touring San Francisco, the Jelly Belly factory and visit friends in Sandy, Utah.  
2003 – For His Glory – Singing in Abraham Lincoln’s church and Cedar Point amusement park.  
2004 – The Power of One – Lake Louise, BANFF, Mt. Rushmore and a special tour worship to remember  
2005 – The Lord Whom We Love – Disneyland’s 50th Anniversary, Universal Studios and the Grand Canyon  

  Program included highlights from the past 35 years.  
2006 – Until the End of Time... – NYC, a moving performance at Beulah Church, and seeing Wicked in NYC! 
2007 – The Word –Florida--Disney World and Sea World with a close-knit group of singers and sponsors.  
2008 – More Than Words – The Canadian Rockies and Banff and a performance at Mt. Rushmore!  
2009 – Ready, Set, GOd – Back to Washington D.C. and memorable stops at Shanksville, Pa. and Arlington 

 National Cemetery as well as an emotional performance at the New York Presbyterian Church.  
2010 – He’s Alive, Forever, Amen! – New G roughly retraced the tour from 1975 to California!  
2011 – God Is… – Three buses to carried an enthusiastic group to New York City and back.  
2012 – Definitions – Tour is always fun when it includes Disney World. The “Sermon In Song” theme led to many 

 “best ever” dialogues and “Down to the River to Pray” provided many emotional moments.  
2013 – Brighter than the Sun – Often considered the most scenic tour—through the northwest into the Canadian 

 Rockies, with stops at Old Faithful and rafting in Yellowstone.  
2014 – Who Am I?  – Back to the nation’s capital and many other sites around Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia. 

 Tour also included stays in cabins, Abraham Lincoln’s church bench, and Cedar Point.  
2015 – Out of the Blue – Out west to California for our 45th anniversary and lots of very moving performances 

 along the way. We got our kicks while singing on Route 66, outdoors, in Williams, AZ.  
2016 – In the Works – Toured New York City, went to a Broadway musical and visited Cedar Point. Also, had an 

        emotional tour worship at the Oasis of Love Church in Huntingdon, PA. where we honored Byron and 
  Phyllis for starting New G.  

	

For additional information regarding the group, please visit our website at www.ngsingers.com	


